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ROM the moment that an Impeachment of Mr. 
HasTiNnGs was agreed on by the Houſe of Commons, 
theEDiToR of the preſent Comei,ationdetermined to mark 
the progreſs, and to collect, and to preſerve every document 
and memorial, in any material degree connected with a 


Tzx1AL ſo new in its nature, ſo various and extenſive in its 


relations, and that might probably, in its iſſue, produce 
the moſt important, though unknown conſequences. If, 
owever, he had foreſeen, or could have ſuſpected that it 
would have been protracted to ſo unuſual a length, and 
involved ſuch a complication of attentions, he would, pro- 
bably, have been deterred from ſo arduous an undertaking. 
New doubts and difficulties of Law and Evidence aroſe 
tom time to time: new. ſcenes were opened; new charac- 
ers introduced. Fact was alledged on fact; and of debate 
nd declamation there ſeemed to be no end. The taſk, in a 
ord, grew under his hands: but he felt himſelf com- 
ited, and could not retreat, The induſtry wich 
hich he has executed this plan will be readily acknow- 
edged. To ſome, perhaps, it may appear to have been 
wrried to exceſs. ' But, of moſt of the Papers he has 
reſerved, a little reflection will diſcover ſome purpoſe either 
f utility or entertainment; and future conjunctures will, 
o doubt, as uſual, by opening a. wider ſphere of relation, 
onſtitute and diſcloſe new ways in which theſe fugitive 
ieces may contribute to the inſtruction of the Civilian and 
e Hiſtorian, and the amuſement of the future Antiquarian. 
o the Lawyer it is a Record of Judicial Precedents, Reports, 
d Decifions. To the Hiſtorian ir preſents, collaterally, a 
der field of political intrigue and military operation than 


ad entered at any former period into the Britiſh Hiſtory ; 
and 


0 


and to future Antiquaries many intereſting Anecdotes rela 
ting to perſons who not only make a figure in the preſen 
ſhifting ſcene, but whoſe names may penetrate into times to 
come. But it is not to future Antiquaries only that the 
Fieces here collected, not neceſſarily though naturally eon 
nected with the Trial, will appear intereſting—the greater pat 
of them, we doubt not, will pleaſe general Readers of thu 
preſent times. | | 


This TxIAL derives ſtill higher conſequence from its eon 
nection and influence on our political ſyſtem. It has ſerved 
in its commencement, progreſs, and termination, to defing 
the political ſituation of this Country with reſpect to India 
to give greater preciſion to her maxims both of policy ang 
zuriſprudence in that country; to aſcertain the line of con 
duct that may be purſued, on various emergencies, by tl 
Civil and Military Officers of the Company and the Crown 
and on the whole, in various ways to conſolidate the Britill 


Empire in Hindoſtan. 


Thus far it is particularly intereſting to every ſubject « 
Britain; but eſpecially to all who have any ſhare in the Bri 
tiſh Government. But it is not either as à gratification 
Curioſity, a directory to Lawyers, a {ſource of informatig 
to Hiſtorians, and of inſtruction to Politicians and the Ex 
cutive Government in all its branches, that this TRIAL | 
chiefly intereſting—it poſſeſſes an intereſt of à kind ſtill mo 
noble and affecting. In a moral view, it is intereſting to 
men, and all ages, to whom a good man ſtruggling wi 
adverſity can never be an object of indifference; a man hq 
neither virtue, nor talents, nor complete and brilliant ſul 
cels in the moſt arduous as well as important enterprize, W 
able to ſave from a Proſecution not more ſurprizing in 
origin than wonderful in its conduct; and of which it m 
be remarked, that never was Trial ſo long protracted, or 
completely triumphant over ſuch a combination of learni 
ability, and political power. 


